
Hello . . .my name is Michael Casciano and I am the Chair of our Parish Finance Council and have 

had the privilege of being in this position since Father Bob instituted the Parish Council over four 

years ago. 

Over the course of the last four years, our parish was able to make some significant, and 

necessary improvements to the entire parish campus, without having to borrow a single dollar.  

If you recall, we made our last payment on our mortgage a little over two years ago.  Over the 

course of the last three years, we have been blessed to make the following capital 

improvements: 

 Replaced, repaved sealed & stripped the entire parking lot   $226,000 

 Added two additional classrooms and brought our cafeteria to code $241,000 

 Replaced the parish & school phone system & internet   $61,000 

 Replaced the sound system in the church     $25,000 

 Replaced a leaky and 50 year old roof at the parish School Bldg.  $132,000 

The grand total of these improvements is over $685,000, and like I mentioned earlier, we did it 

entirely with the generous contributions of our parishioners, and left the banks out of it!  That is 

the good news.  The not so good news is that although we didn’t have to borrow any money for 

these improvements, we have used all of our savings.  We have a Line of Credit with our bank for 

emergencies, but we do not want to tap into those funds unless it is absolutely necessary. 

Over the past four years we have also lost some of our parishioners and gained some as well.   

This isn’t unusual when a parish priest like Msgr. Gallagher leaves a parish.  Sometimes the 

parishioners feel such a connection to the priest, that when they retire or are reassigned, the 

parishioners follow them to the next assignment.  Over the past four years I have worked very 

closely with Father Bob on the Parish Finance Council, the School, the Vitality Committee and 

the Capital Campaign Committee.  I consider Father a spiritual advisor for me and my family, our 

entire parish and also as a friend.  I also know that his time at our parish will eventually end at 

some point, and although I will miss him, my family and most of the families at mass today, will 

be at St. John Vianney for many, many years to come.  This is our parish .. . .a parish comprised 

of parishioners who have been at SJV for over 50 years, and some that have just recently joined.  

Regardless, priests will come and go (as they have in the past) and most of us will still be here, as 

part of the St. John Vianney parish family. 

It is through this sense of parish family at SJV that I implore you to consider increasing your 

weekly contributions to our parish.  As you can see in the bulletin each week, our weekly 

collections have gone down, and unfortunately our parish expenses continue to increase.  Like 

any household, in order to keep up with the rising costs of groceries, utilities and other items, 

we each hope that our salary increases each year.  The rising costs of health insurance, property 

and liability insurance and general parish and school supplies continues to grow, while the 

amount of money that the parish has to buy them continues to shrink.  Also, just like in our own 

households, things tend to break at the worst time.  Just two weeks ago, when the temperatures 

were consistently in the 90’s, the air conditioner in the rectory began to malfunction.  We have 

chosen not to repair the unit until next summer. 

I realize that most of you have children or grandchildren that are fund raising for their schools 

and sports teams on a regular basis, and you are constantly being asked to contribute to 

different causes.  I am in the same boat.  On top of that, we are running a capital campaign to 

build the infrastructure of our parish so it can meet the spiritual and practical demands of the 



parish for years to come.  I am sure at times it seems like we are always asking for money.  

According to our records, it has been at least 6 years since the parish formally asked its members 

for an increase in weekly contributions, and we all know from our own home expenses, that 

costs to operate your household, and the costs to operate our parish also continue to rise. 

That said, I respectfully ask each of you to consider a modest increase to your weekly 

contributions to off-set the increased expenses of the parish.    This modest increase for each 

family and parishioner, coupled together as a parish family & community, will have a profound 

impact on the financials of our parish.  I encourage each of you to give at a level that is suitable 

to you and your family, but would ask you to consider minimum 15% increase in you weekly 

contributions.  A $10 weekly contribution would be increased by $1.50 to $11.50, a $15 

contribution to $17.25 and a $20 weekly contribution to $23.  We have listed a chart for your 

reference in the bulletin if that is helpful.  The members of our parish are the foundation of St. 

John Vianney today and into the future.  We are the ones that can make a change and the ones 

that have a responsibility to each other, and to the future parishioners of our parish. 

On behalf of Father Bob and Father Lukasz, and the entire St. John Vianny Parish Finance 

Council, I would like to thank you in advance for considering an increase in your weekly 

contribution to the parish.   

 


